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Cover Image: Two protocells 
interacting with organic 
molecules and minerals 

in their environment. 
Nucleotides and an 

unstructured RNA substrate 
(magenta); amino acids and 
peptides (green), an amino 

acid-nucleotide (alanine-
adenylate) complex (blue), 

and pyrite (iron, gray; 
sulfur, yellow) are shown. 
Structured ribozymes and 

a RNA-peptide complex 
are present within the 

protocells as well as an 
iron/sulfur cluster-protein 

complex. Image Credits: 
Protocells pictures courtesy of 

Matthieu Chavent  
(www.matthieuchavent.com/
photos/) from Syma Khalid’s 

lab. Cover image designed and 
assembled by Fabrice Leclerc. 
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